Marriage is not just a function designed to grant license to a boy

and a girl to live together as husband and wife. It is much more. It

is a H&R (Samskara) according to our religion. Even in English it

is called a sacrament and the latter is defined as “A religious

ceremony or act regarded as outward and visible sign of inward

and spiritual grace.”

Samskara is explained as EFH®_&dlid &R (one which

makes the mind more cultured). What is this cultured mind? It is a
way in which an individual behaves, reacts with'others, responds
to difficult situations etc. We can always discern a cultured
behaviour from an uncultured one even though we cannot define

what qualities constitute real culture. This is what we call as

Heawum: (Divine qualities) as compared to TERUN: and AR A
man possessing more of HcUM: is a cultured individual as

compared to one possessing THARUM: and more of HRIEM:. This is

not the place where we can enumerate all those Gunas. Suffice it

to say that the 26 divine qualities (ﬁftﬁ@ﬂz) mentioned by

Krishna in Bhagavadgita (16™ chapter) consititue the Hcaiu:. A

man possessing these Gunas can be referred to as a cultured

individual. They are enumerated below:
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Fearlessness

T
SIEESE (T - | (Mental Composure)
RIGRIUECIEDIGE e (Always?eekinz kngwledge)

Control of Senses

QH:

.qg- Worship

TSR Full knowledge about his own
vocation

e ¥ ' Deep thinking

SISCE ! e Straightforwaﬁiness

A4l et Non-Violence

a9 ' Honesty T

3T Without Anger

3";[. B o Sacrifice

=T ; e Peace S

;551:{ L Not-Carrying Tales
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T | Kindness towards all beings
| IR | No addictions
| S . | Softness .
& Gl Humility - i
. Steadfastness of the mind
3. | Always being bright
im DT Forgivenegs__
,:I'%: Courage of conviction
2 Cleanli
ﬂm (infar]rclin::: outward)
[eﬂiﬁ ik | Non Deceitful
T ) Non-egoistic

immm

The above are self-explanatory. It should be the endeavour of
every individual throughout the world to develop such qualities and

become greatly cultured individuals. It is only through such people

that the nation or a state can become a welfare nation or a state.
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Throughout the world all religions only preach these — may be — in

slightly different forms.

Looking at them, one can easily see that all these qualities are
quite difficult to practise. Somehow, our senses are naturally
opposed to such qualities and one must put in a tremendous effort

to overcome one’s natural tendencies to develop such qualities.

Our great Maharishis had a full understanding of these difficulties
and have devised a wonderful way to practise them. If an
iIndividual is asked to practice these intellectual qualities
independently, it is very well known that he is bound to leave them

off as they are very difficult. But one is inclined to go through rites

and rituals if he is promised that they will do good to him. So our
Maharishis thought of a structure by which an individual has to
mandatorily go through many rites and rituals right from his

embryo-stage till his death. They called them Samskaras and
made them mandatory. Through them they tried to inculcate the

spirit of those divine qualities and once they enjoy the pleasure of
these qualities, the Maharishis knew that the individuals would

start practising them assiduously.

Among these Samskaras 44918 is also one and the most important

one. Let us not be under the illusion that these qualities are a
result of the Samskaras. No, they only give an inkling of the great

qualities, and during the Samskara one is almost forced to practise
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them (without feeling that he is forced). Once he enjoys them, it

forms the foundation for him to practise them throughout his life.

That is why the Maharishis have envisaged two important

objectives of the Marriage ¥ &N,

One is 3T (self evolution) and the second is  EHSA:

(getting righteous children). Self evolution is nothing but the
practice of the divine qualities. Dharmaprajasampathi is a corollary
to the first. It is true that whenever a man and woman come
together we can expect progeny. But, just children are not
sufficient for a welfare nation. The Ilatter requires righteous
children. What happens to a nation full of unrighteous citizens can
be witnessed today in our great country. Unfortunately the most
advanced medical technology cannot assist us in giving birth to a
righteous child. The only way seems to be prayer and to develop
cultured minds by both the wife and the husband. It may be
expected that, when both of them have cultured minds, the child

will also posses a cultured mind. That is why it can be said that

THISTEA: is a corollary to 3MAH®. A couple striving for self

evolution can,in all probability give birth to a child with an evolved

cultured mind.
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It was mentioned earlier that 3T =M is nothing but the practice of

the divine qualities. Even though we have defined these qualities,
it is very difficult to specifically describe them in black and white.
We can only observe those who have practised them and made

them their second nature, and learn to practise them ourselves.

This is §cG. If you are in the midst of highly cultured people, it is

but natural that it will be easier for us to imbibe all those qualities

ourselves.

Unfortunately today it is quite difficult to go in search of such

illustrious people in whose association we can spend our time.

Who else can be a better €& than her life partner for a girl and

his life partner for a boy? Each will have some degree of @cavun:

And one can correct the other in its development and the

advantage of €31 can be reaped at home.
Thus the f9a©® @R is one of the most wonderful and a firm

foundation for the development of éauvn:

It is no doubt a bitter truth that amidst all the pomp and grandeur in

the present-day marriage, we do not see an iota of semblance of

the 299Um:. This can be attributed to our ignorance of the real

message of our Maharishis as advised in the Sutras.
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Everyone of our Maharishis, Apasthamba, Bodhayana,
Aswalayana, Katyayana, Drahyayana have written grihya sutras in
which they have given in detail the proceedings for the Samskaras

including Vivaha.

The sutras no doubt pertain to our Vedas. For example,
Aswalayana’'s sutra is based on RigVeda. Apasthamba and
Bodhayana base their sutras on Krishna Yajurveda. Drahyayana
bases his sutra on Samaveda. People belonging to the different
Vedas are supposed to follow the sutras of their own Vedas.

However, if one looks at the proceedings, they seem to be

basically one, with changes in some details. Of course, the
mantras do vary according to the Veda, but with the basic idea

behind a samskara being the same for all the sutrakaras.

There is nothing wrong in following the other sutrakaras when one

is not familiar with his own.

Let us see what Apasthamba has laid down for the fadE H&R.

Again, it can be reiterated that if this cannot be followed due to non
availability of purohits there is absolutely nothing wrong if one
follows another sutra if its advocates are available. In the same
way when one who is knowledgeable in other sutras is not

available, he can always follow the Apasthamba procedure.
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The marriage Samskara starts with the decision of the bridegroom
to get married. It is supposed that the bachelor is at the Gurukulam

where he has gone for Vedadhyayana. At the end he has to

perform four Veda vratas, and four Utsarjanas indicating the end of

Vedadhyayana (Yajurveda). Later he goes through another

Samskara called ™9 or §HEdA where he adores himself with

articles like a good dhoti, ear rings, chappals, umbrella and so on,
all useful for a householder. As long as he was a bachelor, he was
not expected to pay attention to such things as they distract his

mind. He receives them reciting Mantras in a specific manner

denoting discipline even in decoration. Nowadays this is only

symbolic. At the end of A he consults his friends as to what

he should do next, whether he should go as a @Mt in search of

self knowledge or he should become a Jg&I. IneVitany he decides
that he should become a ’*’IER'!] This &d and §HEdH are performed

today at the Kalyanamantapam itself. The @HEda goes by the

name of so-called FRIAET. We must remember that this d and

FHEAE have absolutely nothing to do with the fqag @R, Even

today, even though the boy is no longer in the Gurukulam, we can
consider that his parent's house itself is his Gurukulam and
perform the Vrata and Samavartana at home itself and then go for

the marriage.
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The actual Samskara starts as said with the decision that the boy

should get married. Then he requests three or four of hlS bosom

friends to go out and look for a suitable girl for him. He prays to LMN‘H«“ &

God, to make their path harmless and to be successful in their
venture. The friends go in search of a suitable girl and when they
find one who suits their friend’s taste, go to her and her parents

and recite the biodata of their friend in front of them and request

them to give the girl in marriage to their friend. In today's

marriages, this goes by the name of ¥a<. Of course, today, these

are only symbolic as the girl has already been decided. The only
thing that has to be appreciated here is that our Maharishis’great
respect for the women folk. The boy’s friends go to the girl's house
and request the girl and her parents for the wed lock. Then. the boy

himself goes there and receives the girl. This is real culture.
Unfortunately, today all this culture is forgotten and the bride and
the bride’s parents are at the receiving end trying to meet all sorts

of conditions put forth by the boy’'s parents. It is most common to
see that the groom’s parents decide the girl and only make a show
of asking the boy to go and have a look at the girl. It must be borne
in mind that our Maharishis were so catholic in their outlook that
there is absolutely no mention of the bridegroom’s parents
anywhere in the Marriage procedure. This is not to mean that their
presence is not required. It only shows the importance of the boy

and the girl who are marrying and not of the parents. Apasthamba

goes to the extent of saying “T&di HAEN: fee: a&l Fig: Add
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Afedd §4%* (if the boy feels,his mind and eye}s are attracted

towards a particular girl, let him go ahead and marry her, he will

prosper. He need not bother about other specifications mentioned>

Of course, Apasthamba mentions it as the opinion of sonie, but it

Is axiomatic that he would not have mentioned it in his sutras if he

did not approve of it.) It looks like “love at first sight”. This only

shows the magnanimity of our Maharishis in giving independence

of opinion to a well educated mature youth.

The boy's friends come back and tell the boy that they have found

a suitable girl and now the boy himself sets off to see the girl

himself. Of course, he sees her, reciting two mantras praying to » %ﬂ{{iﬁ X
god to remove all infirmities from her if any. When the girl and her =
parents are satisfied, they give away the girl to the boy for further

purposes. This is called Kanyadana today. Somehow, the word

Dana (q17) seems to be inappropriate. Dana is one in which the

owner parts with something in his ownership to another saying that

that the thing belongs to the other and no longer his, (@Wﬁ‘ﬁ 1 HA)

How can we consider the girl as one's property? There is no
question of ownership of a girl. When there is no ownership one

cannot give her away as he likes. This is why, while giving the girl

the father says Sl €@&cd F: Y TAH, ®AH, Hiq9IganiH (for

getting good children and performance of good karmas, | am

presenting the girl to you). He does not say ¥ #H (she is not mine)
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as in a qid. Here again the belief that &-4qiqId fetches great 94 is

just a misnomer.

Once the boy receives the girl, he takes an oath that he will never

transgress her in Dharma, Artha and Kama (99 ¥ 318 ¥ & <

qifaaqid). That means that he must consult her and take a 'decision

in every aspect of their lives. Both of them can remind each other

of this oath whenever, one crosses the boundary of propriety.

From now on, the Samskara is an affair between the boy and the

girl only. He gives her a ceremonial bath. He places a ring made of 'ﬂmtn
aam &J

g1 on her head and over that he places a yoke used for tying oxen

"SRR e
to a cart, so that the hole through which passes the rope for the e "“

oxen comes on the g ring. He places a golden article in the hole 21 3 Y\I\ﬂ\*k
/@" OF ol 4<|

and pours water through the hole for her bath. Just to symbolize
the purity and sanctity of water, this prdcedure IS adap{ed. The
water is brought by scholars, passes through gold, darbha and the
hole in a yoke. All these are sanctifying agents and hence the
water going through them is sanctified. Added to this, all these
processes are done accompanied by suitably meaning mantras

which add to the sanctity of the water. Thus the bride has a bath ~
uc\r ‘ ﬁ)@ﬂ

and feels sanctified. She wears a new saree and a 3t (belt) made v, R o

of Darbha is tied around her waist. The boy holds her hand and

brings her in front of the sacred fire which is already there. While
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bringing her he recites a beautiful Mantra which says “It is the Sun- .

God who is bringing you here and not me, please come to my . ..

house and be a good house wife, later telling the story of your

grand marriage to your children and grandchildren sitting in your

lap.

Next he prays to Soma, Gandharva and Agni to bless him wnth L P\ T?I‘ZVW =

good progeny and wealth.

Next comes the most important part of the marriage, the GTUEIEUI

and the QgY<l.

These two are supposed to be the main rituals in any marriage

which confer on the couple Hfd.

That means that they have become husband and wife. Before this

they are just considered boy and girl. The Hindu law also requires

this to be completed before they can be considered as husband

and wife. Nowhere it is said that they are husband and wife if the

husband ties thed=Td to her. As a matter of fact, the Mangalya

Dharana does not find a place in the Maharishis’ system of
Marriage. No doubt, it is done in between, without any Mantra

accompanying. The misnomer that Mangalyadharana confers

gHid<d on the couple must go.
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In Panigrahana, the boy holds the girl’s right hand reciting the four Sé}mﬂg‘\ }'

Mantras, all prayers to different Gods and Godesses to bless them

A7713"

with good progeny. Then comes the ®a94l where the boy walks g‘fq‘w‘\%‘ﬁ

seven steps with the girl. It is assumed (according to Vedic
‘practice) that whenever one walks seven steps with another, both
. of them are deemed to be friends. In the same way, here the boy
walks with the girl seven steps, reciting one mantra at each step.
“Let God Vishnu bless us with lot of food by your first step; Let
your second step accompany the blessings of Vishnu for good
strength to all, Iet.the third step bring the blessings of Vishnu for
performance of ceremonies, fourth one for good health to all, fifth

one for cattle health, sixth one for good at all times, seventh one

for frequent yagnas in the house.”

B { }ﬂ\

e( O %;A-Cd’ :'Q

Thus praying, at the seventh step he stops and addresses his o) &) QO3]

mate in a soul-stirring fashion with a beautiful mantra “My girl! We

have become friends. Let this friendship last for ever. Let it not get .~

broken for any reason. Let us take a pledge today that we will
welcome all guests to our house single mindedly, with smiling
faces and with all affection. Let our house be always filled with
material required for satisfying our guests. Just as RigVeda and
SamaVeda are together always; just as universe is in space and
space is in the universe and they are inseparable, we must also
remain inseparable. You are the space and | am the universe, you
are the word and | am the mind. Just as everyone speaks

whatever is in his mind, you must speak out my mind. That is, we
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are inseparable. Let us live together happily and get righteous
progeny. Come on! let us start our lives.”

-

What a wonderful, lofty ideal! The boy holding the hand of his
sweetheart, in front of the sacred fire and in front of so many
friends, relatives, elders, and well wishers, accompanied by the
soul stirring vedic mantras. Such a scene will thrill anyone to the
core. Imagine the boy and the girl. They are thrilled and tears of
joy roll down their cheeks. It is'a wonderful occasion. It has to be
experienced to be believed. One may ask whether the boy and the
girl in today’s marriages experience and enjoy such a bliss at all.
First of all, to enjoy such an occasion it reduires a perfectly silent

atmosphere (people should be there but maintain pindrop silence),

wherein the concentration of the boy and the girl will be on each

other only. This has been never possible in the present day
marriages with the din created by several people talking together.

Secondly, to enjoy the chanting of the Mantras also requires
perfect silence. Thirdly, neither the purohit nor the couple know the
meaning of the Mantras that are recited. The result is complete

estrangement on the part of the couple. As Schumaker nicely
observes in his “SMALL IS BEAUTIFUL" “when one understands

what he is doing he feels a sense of participation and involvement;

when one does not understand what he is doing he feels a sense
of estrangement”.
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Once the Sapthapadi is over, both of them sit in front of the .sacred &Ifﬂl"\ﬂ i %}

Adlg)
fire and perform what is called Sa&a¥, consisting of sixteen ‘5 ”q"‘n{'/

TS

homas, to different deities.
Again all the mantras are to keep the girl happy in his house and

also getting a good progeny.

Then comes what is called the 32|, The bride is made to stand

on a firm stone symbolizing the prayer that she also should be firm "’ﬂ(}‘%’«yﬂ
Tédﬂﬁld

like stone in her in-law’s house. Then the bride performs the &

&H (A=91), with the groom reciting a beautiful mantra. “Oh God! “5’\ aTﬂ
e A )l

This girl is offering you the &1 with the request that her husband

should live long”. Hitherto the groom was reciting the mantras

praying to God but now he does it through his spouse! Perhaps

even Gods fulfil our wishes when approached by women!

That too, the bride does not pray for her own welfare but for her “:,:\"f(sr‘”; gl &c\
g PL;‘ @Mc
husband's. This is real culture and the sense of unselfishness. nﬁm mwﬁﬁ,

Two more such homas are performed and everytime they go ‘*Uﬁ‘

e N : \
around the sacred fire in a SG&H — A>3 - - AT %37%)?@:
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At the end of the Homa, the groom unties the Darbha belt tied to & <3 5’3’:@1. |

g N)
her waist. Immediately, he must collect the sacred fire in a mud DT
vessel and start off with his spouse, heading for his home. The

sutrakara feels that no time must be lost between the preparations
to start and the untying of the ar.

This means that the responsibility of the girl's parents is only for
half a day unlike the present day marriages where they have to

bear the brunt for three full days!

Apasthamba does not want the groom to take the girl walking to
his house. He insists that she should be carried in a palanquin or
taken in a chariot.

: W, L
Today we. can use our cars or trains There are two significant

Mantras recited by the groom while he is accompanying her into ol ‘%‘D\RW
the vehicle. He addresses her “You will be the queen in the house P Tgmj\f}q '
from tomorrow. You are not only the queen to me, but to your
inlaws, brothers and sisters too. The whole responsibility of
running the house will be on you. You are the presiding ruler over

our earnings as also the other children”.

The meaning need not be taken literally. The spirit is that she is
made to feel at home in the hither-to-unknown atmosphere of her
husband’s household. It also implies that she knows better how to
run the household than men! She is never made to feel the éervant

attitude, which is prevalent today in many houses.
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The boy comes to his house with the girl, his friends carrying the

sacred fire behind them. The girl is made to enter the house ‘)1‘;
&

reciting again a beautiful Mantra. “ | am entering this beautiful and - ~- - -. 4%5/173,

auspicous house with a happy mind. Let my entrance not cause
any trouble to people already here and even to the servants. Let
the house be full with grains and let there be lot of ghee spilling
over the floor while feeding the honoured guests. | shall be

entering such a house happily".

What a wonderful feeling again! She is holding her life partner's

hand, and the sacred fire is behind, all well-wishers and relatives

are standing behind enjoying the scene, the sun is slowly setting in
the west and she recites the soul moving musical mantra, and
enters the house, to the welcome of all. She feels thrilled as if she
is entering Indra’s Amaravati. All the spectators also do get thrilled
at such a wonderful sight. That is the spirit of rituals envisaged by
our great Maharishis. That is why Aldous Huxley (a great English
thinker) observed, “A well performed ritual is a work of art by which
even a sceptical spectator will get a kick”. Let us be proud to say
that our Maharishis have made all rituals'look like works of art if

performed exactly as envisaged by them.

He goes inside with the girl and places the fire on an altar and

performs what is called the TEHATREM.

Again, a set of homas praying to deities for the girl's welfare and

for bestowing them with good progeny. One of the Homa Mantras
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reads “Lord Brahma, created you as my wife and me as your

husband. Let the same Brahma bless us with a long happy married

life”. ;

At the end of the Wa=IgH, after the stars are seen in the sky, the ‘

boy takes out the girl and shows her the pole star ¥4 #i&7=H and the

Arundhati 3T&~Iql 784, It is a symbolic ritual wherein the prayer is

Conpla
that she should be firm like Dhruva Nakshatra who is the guide toy, _}0}
€4lq |t Q- .
all and Arundhati who is considered the greatest gem of all. ]: ‘b 7
Rishipatnis
Before they go for watching the Nakshatras, both are expected to
sit silently after the JSaz1@. till the Nakshathras are seen. At that | .
%3
. B . . ° - "
time the groom recites a Mantra addressing the gathering. “Kindly * '+ >{]d&] @I‘
> bless the girl with all prosperity and Sowmanglaya and return to "*S‘b‘%‘ﬁaq

Lery

your places from where you have come”. This is significant in the

sense that the presense of relatives etc is not necessary further,

for the next four days when the couple will be doing AqE9. and

IIMR=A!. This is a nagging doubt amongst present day people

who otherwise are inclined to go though the four day marriage. If
all the relatives have to be maintained for all 4 days, it will be a

difficult proposition.
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There are instances where they have declined the four day
marriage just because they cannot afford the maintenance of all.
Perhaps this must have been prevalent even during Apasthamba’s Sy
days and he has intelligently introduced the above Mantra so that

their stay is not only not necessary but their going away is

considered as if it is mandatory!

Then comes what is called the (3 ¥I&UIF).Apasthamba has

given a lot of importance to this. He considers this,as almost a ¥sl.

It is a simple ritual wherein rice is cooked in the sacred fire itself,

Jwo Ahutis are given to 311 and the rest of the cooked rice mixed

[T

with a lot of ghee, a Brahmin in whom the groom hasl\é'?eatest

respect is fed. He is also given sumptuous T

Apasthmba says that the rice required for this ¥@ar® should be
pounded by the girl and rice well-cooked by both. It is a nice

gesture of showing #1€1 . She has made the rice and they have

cooked it in their fa@@f1 , and then feed the brahmin. They will

have the full satisfaction of having satisfied both the fire and the

brahmin. This is ®1=] at its best and offering sumptuous &M is AW
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at its best. This should form the foundation in their further life in

doing any ceremony.

Then comes the afmm This is nothing but meditating ,on the

sacred fire which can be considered symbolic of Paramatman.

There is no end to the benefits that all of us have derived from fire

and in all gratitude we should offer our respects to him.

3 is the 9=& <adl for us. The Upanishadic Brahma is invisible

and Agni is the visible symbol of that great Brahma. With gratitude

swelling in our hearts for all the benefits accrued from him what

else can we do to manifest our gratitude except worshipping him in

a specified manner, that is MATETH?

The Agni is kept alive throughout (day and night) and every

morning and evening we wake him up (make him active) and offer

him two handfuls of washed rice. We pray to him and prostrate

before him. This is all there is for 3G, This is supposed to be

continued throughout our lives but due to some inexplicable

reasons, almost all of us have forgotten it except a very few ardent

followers.

Page 20 of 25

! Scanned with |


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

Apasthamba has given us a concession to do this SUTEHI at least

for four days during the marriage and be participants to whatever

benefit that accrues.

More than the morning and evening offerings, the constant
presence of that symbol of Brahma, keeps us conscious of the
presence of God. (Not that before that we were unconscious of
HIS presence! The belief has become so common that we never
feel that God is always around. But with the physical presence of
Agni whom we have to tend in the morning and evening we

become alert). That is why a great man calls this as the “Practising

the presence of God” (i’cﬂ THEARAE: )

That is why it is called SIBER=AL. In HIS active presence our minds

cannot afford to think of bad thoughts. This is a great step iIn

AT .

Starting from the day when the groom enters his house with the

bride, this 3TYE-H, has to be done for four nights and four days

(minimum). If one can afford to keep it further he can do.it as long

as he can. During these three days both of them are supposed to

be in (S1&1)
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They have to be only on sattvic food (avoiding salt and hot things),

have to be in Brahmacharya (celibate), have to sleep on the

ground (not on cots)to show their respect to God fire. After such

three days of 3iaR=l, they have to perform what is called Z9&™

in the later half of the fourth night. They have to get up at about 2

AM, kindle the fire and perform the 2I9&IH.

Again there are seven Mantras in the Homas, pregnant with >37A Wlﬂ@ﬂ
meaning. This time the prayer is slightly different. They pray to / ° |
Agni, Vayu, Aditya and Prajapati to help resolve any |dealog|ca| o:(&‘hd%t fé?'{ \

differences that may occur between them in their future life. (Agni,

Vayu etc were supposed to be healers of differences amongst the

devatas). Anytime, in their lives, whenever differences crop up that

may lead to heated arguments, a hint of such a homa done earlier

by any one of them, will act as a healer and cement their minds.

That is the greatest advantage of a well-performed ritual. ,1) o ‘ T

94].) v(‘r )37
trde > ST U AT - ;
x S q,a’\d\u-/

Symbolic of their one-mindedness, a beautiful ritual is proposed by Q{ﬁm\ - ’wGKH{n
 Yalh\R

Apasthamba at the end of the 2I9&H. The groom takes the 3T<URIY

(left over ghee from the Homa) in his thumb and 3FI#H& (last but AR -

R A

one finger) and taking the girl nearer to him, he touches her heart

with the thumb and his heart with the 3THI#®, Apasthamba says
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that this symbolic act should be done with both the fingers
touching each other's hearts simultaneiously. A Mantra.is recited
for this act where they request Viswedeva, Water, Vayu, Brahma,
Saraswati etc to bless them with one mind. What a wonderful
experience! The Homa is finished and the couple have to go and

sleep for their first night.

They are supposed to recite some nine mantras even during the

consummation act wherein they pray Vishnu, Brahma etc to be i

born as their child!

With their minds full of sattvic experiences in the last four days of

JRER=Al and AEEA. |, with the 29EN, recently performed and the

meanings of the Mantras at night illuminating their heart with
Daivic glow, they will be in an ecstatic state effusing daivatva.

When they come together under such conditions, why can't we
expect a progeny worthy of Rama or Krisha? In all probability a

brilliant -child with all the divine qualities inherent in it who will
become a torch-bearer of our great ¥q , and a pioneer in upholding

righteuosness can be expected. That is the objective and result of

a well done {4918 &K

Page 23 of 25

i Scanned with |


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

Bodhayana goes to the extent of saying that a Maharishi will be

born if one remains in the faarg <l&m for one full year. Why not we
try to get the benefit of atleast four days’ gtem?

After that, the couple take the morning bath, perform the TG

recollecting the events in the last four days. They perform the

qdI<I3TE ie an obeisance to their ancestors and start their married

life.

This is all about the our Maharishi's procedure. There may be so

many other things found in present-day marriages like
Nischithartha, Janavasa etc etc, which can be doubtlessly be

dubbed as unnecessary and unmeaningful additions. They are
worth discarding only, as they never help in the Samskara. It is

quite clear that they are later additions and additions of a mind

ignorant of the spirit of a Samskara as envisaged by our
Maharishis.

Page 24 of 25



https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

\

k

One'of the glaring examples of our ignorance almost bordering on

absurdity can be cited. Performance of the four day marriage and

JRER=AT must have stopped about 60 to 70 years ago. Everything

is completed in the morning itself within one or two hours. But a
peculiar practice is there in TamilNadu. An empty deéorated
mudpot is brought along with other things and finds a place'on the
platform where the marriage is going on. At the end, when
everything is over and the bridegroom’s party is ready to depart,
the empty mudpot is kept very protectively along with the other
luggage and everyone cautions the party to see that the pot is

taken home without breakage. At home, the empty pot is kept as

an antique for years together. Nothing more absurd can be thought
of. Perhaps they had seen a mudpot being brought for collecting

the fire and taking it home for 3TqrE=H.. The practice of bringing the

mudpot is maintained but not the carrying of the fire! The fire does
not even touch the pot, let alone being collected. What is the use
of taking an empty pot home and preserving it? No thougi';t seems
to have been endowed on this point, and the absurd tradition is still
being followed by everyone very very assiduosly!!

The above is only one example of our absurd traditions. There are

many!
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